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SYNOPSIS

We first meet MARK DOHERTY and BEN TAYLOR
as rowdy fourteen year-olds, streaking through
the corridors of their hospital ward. Ben has a
distinct knack of getting into trouble and Mark
has a distinct knack of hanging out with Ben.

Twenty yearslaterandthe situation hasreversed:
Mark is an assertive, successful oncologist while
Ben is a recluse who relies on a series of odd
rituals to take a step out of his apartment.

Every year Mark and Ben need a medical check-
up. But because of Ben’s phobias, Mark goes to
Ben’s flat to get a blood sample. Here we see the
full extent of Ben’s OCD: doing everything to the
count of five, carrying a beloved sponge ball,
and working a dead-end job. The only event on
Ben’s planner is a weekly dinner with Mark.

Meanwhile, Mark’srelationship with his girlfriend
JADE DAS - a specialist at his hospital - is on

the rocks. She is tired of him flirting with other
women and avoiding commitment.When Mark
receives the results of his and Ben’s blood tests
he becomes alarmed.

Although Mark keeps the results a secret, he
rushes to Jade, pleading with her to take him
back. She refuses but Mark misses a weekly
dinner with Beninthe process, promptly freaking
Ben out. Mark decides to take a radical step that
he hopes will break Ben out of his shell once and
for all.

Mark takes Ben to the roof of his loft. With a
grand view of Manchester in front of them, Mark
givesBenacopyofhisbloodtest—-Ben’sleukemia
has relapsed.

Ben quickly goes into neurotic overdrive. Mark
argues that they should both jump off the roof -
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that it should be their final and most dramatic
adventure together. Ben mercifully runs away.

Mark ups the ante yet further when he organizes
an impromptu leaving party at Ben’s work. He
loads all of Ben’s - and his - possessions into
his car and, with Ben in tow, hawks them on the
high street.

Their adventures continue: they lose all their
money, they spend the nightin jail, win a fortune
at the dog track, meet a couple of nice girls -

including SARA UNDERWOOD, they capsize a
boat...

Ben, reluctant at first, begins to show flashes
of his older self. But Ben is mortified when he
learns that Mark faked the test results -— Mark
made Ben think he was dying in order to force

him out of his rut. How could Mark betray him
like that? But Ben is slow to see the other side of
the story - that Mark is the one who is truly ill
and that the tests were own.

Mark does not tell anyone about his illness and
instead plunges himselfinto hiswork. Meanwhile
Ben gets on with his new life. Ben passes by the
café where Sara works every day, eventually
building up the courage to go inside. Jade
meanwhile - not knowing of Mark’s illness -
continues to reject his advances.

Eventually the truth of Mark’s illness comes out.
Will Ben throw off his paranoia about hospitals
and reconnect with Mark? How should Jade
respond? How will Mark cope with his illness?
Can he correctthe mistakes he’s made inthe past?
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JADE

JADE DAS, 30s, is a talented obstetrician. She has dedicated her
whole life to delivering and to saving babies. So how could she
be nearly forty without any kids herself2 All those hours on call
and on rotations have gone by in a flash. She decided to go quids
in for Mark, believing that he wanted to settle down. Mistake. In
theory, Jade and Mark are perfect for each other. They are both
high achievers, and dedicated doctors. Jade can match wits with
Mark, but she has realized that Mark is still trapped inside himself.
Jade pushes on, so adept in many other aspects of her life, but
tired of running toward a horizon. She has to make a decision that
empowers her: but which turn should she take?

SARA

SARAH UNDERWOOD, late 20s, Sarah is a likeable and funny. She

is artistic, creative but not always as confident as she should be.

She thinks Ben is a total weirdo when she first meets him - well,
most people do?2 But Sarah has her own idiosyncrasies and her own
secrets to bear (witness the scars on her arms). And she realizes

that Ben has a genuine heart. She understands the courage it takes
for him to get over his awkwardness. Now can she overcome her
own?e

RAKHEE THAKRAR

is a brilliant actress from such
TV series as EastEnders, Page
Eight, and Cloud?. She recently
appeared in the Netflix series,
Sex Education.

TAMZIN MERCHANT

is best known for her roles as
Georgiana Darcy in the 2005
film Pride & Prejudice; Catherine
Howard on the Showtime series
The Tudors; Annie Hale in the
US series Salem; and Imogen
Spunrose in Amazon's Carnival
Row.




















